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command them, a sufficient number of experienced cavalry
officers trained in the Prussian or some other German army. I
thought that I, being somewhat known among the German-
born citizens of the country, was a suitable person to organize
such a regiment if the government gave me proper authority.
.Mr. Lincoln was very much pleased with my project, and sent
me at once to Mr. Cameron, the Secretary of War, to discuss
with him the necessary arrangements. Mr. Cameron was also
very much pleased, but thought it necessary that I should sub-
mit the matter to General Scott, the commanding general of
the army, before final action were taken.

I had never seen General Scott, but had heard him de-
scribed as a somewhat pompous old gentleman, not inclined to
tolerate opinions on military matters in any way differing from
his own. Looking forward to an interview with him on such
subjects with some misgiving, I asked Mr. Cameron for a letter
of introduction, setting forth as strongly as possible my claim
to kind attention, so that the General might not at once put me
down as a mere intruder seeking a favor for himself. Thus
armed, I approached the General, who, after having read my
letter, invited me to take a chair. But when I explained my
scheme to him, his face assumed a look of stern and somewhat
impatient authority. His question whether I had any prac-
tical experience in the organizing and drilling of mounted
troops was of ill omen. When I had confessed that I had no
such experience, he replied that he had concluded so from my
proposition. If we were to have any war at all, he added, it
would be a short one. It would be over long before any volun-
teer cavalry troops could be made fit for active service in the
field. Moreover, the theater of that war would be Virginia, and
the surface of Virginia was so cut up with fences and other ob-
structions as to make operations with large bodies of cavalry
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